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Dr. Rastko Jovic holds a PhD in Theology (Aristotle University,
Thessaloniki, 2012). After graduating from the Theological
Faculty in Belgrade, he went on to earn a ThM degree at Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, Boston, MA, in 2005.
In 2007 he began writing his PhD thesis at the Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki in Greece. He successfully defended
his PhD thesis, which explores the sociological setting of the
early Christian Church: Household and Eucharist in the
Epistles of Paul in 2012. 
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Aleksandar Djakovac was born on 3 December 1971 in
Belgrade, Serbia. Graduated from the Faculty of Orthodox
theology (University of Belgrade) in 1998. In 2002. completed
his Master thesis for the MA degree on the topic of A Christian
Understanding of Personhood at Faculty of Orthodox Theology
(University of Belgrade). In 2014. completed his doctoral
dissertation for the ThD degree on the topic of Ontology and
Ethics in the Light of Christology of St. Maximus the Confessor
at Faculty of Orthodox Theology (University of Belgrade). He
was a member of a teaching staff at the Faculty of Orthodox
theology (University of Belgrade) since 2012. 

Darko Đogo (Sarajevo, November 30, 1983) is a contemporary
Serbian theologian, priest of the Serbian Orthodox Church, full
professor at the Orthodox Theological Faculty in Foča.
He is the author of four books ("Christ, Mitos, Eschaton",
"Gnostic Myth and the Myth of Gnosticism", "Russia - Russian-
Ukrainian Church Question" and "Here I am with you -
introduction and interpretation of the Gospel of Matthew")
and more scientific papers and theological essays. His father is
Risto Đogo. 
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WHEN A CAMEL PASSES THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE
Ali Alipour

“Verily, those who belie our Ayat (signs,
verses, proofs etc.) and treat them with
arrogance, for them the gates of heaven will
not be opened and they will not enter the
Paradise until the camel goes through the eye
of the needle. Thus do We recompense the
Mujrimin (criminals, polytheists, and
sinners.)” Holy Quran, 7: 40.
As we have been accurately taught, the Holy
Quran contains deep meanings more than
what we get from the surface meanings of the
words and sentences. Needless to mention
that these deeper meanings are grasped only
by those who have reached a high level of
piety and wisdom. Therefore, when reading
and studying the verses of the Holy book, one
should not be restricted to the surface
meanings of the verses, and, by following the
teachings and traditions of the Prophet and
his successors, try to penetrate the profound
teachings of the Text. The present writing tries
to have a scientific look to the inner side of the
fortieth verse of Surah-al-A’raf.
According to the verse, there are a group of
people who are deprived of entering the gates
of heaven and subsequently the Paradise until
a camel can pass through the eye of a needle;
something that seems to be impossible.
However, in Quranic tradition, whenever a
negative verb is followed by the word hatta
(till, until), it means that after preparing the
preliminary necessities, the deed or event will
be done or come to reality; in other words, a
negative verb plus hatta will result in a
situation which will be fulfilled if the needed
necessities will be available. So, passing of a
camel through the eye of a needle, in the first
look, is impossible, but since the word hatta
has been used in the verse, we can come to the
conclusion that it is impossible because the
needed conditions have not prepared, not
because of its substantial impossibility.

From mystical view point, the Late Imam
Khomeini argues that the camel is a symbol
of man’s nafs (ego) from which all kinds of
misdoings will come to existence. When the
camel of nafs will shrink down till it can
pass the eye of a needle, the person will
enter the heaven; or, what is supposed to be
the barrier for entering the Heaven is our
ego which barricades us of entering the
world of spirituality.
Now, let us pay attention to the topic from
the scientific point of view. Among the
recent findings of physics there is
something relative to the subject: if you
supposedly can stop the rotating of
electrons around the nucleus of an atom and
make them be unified with the nucleus, the
size of the atom will be reduced to 1/33000
of the previous one since most part of the
size of an atom (or in broader sense, of
everything made of atoms) consists of
vacuity but, because of the very small size
of the electrons and also very fast speed of
their turning around the core, the atom
occupy a very extensive sphere comparing
to the its exact size.
Now, suppose that the inner vacuity of the
body of a camel will be taken away: what
will remain will be a very small body which
can be easily gone through the eye of a
needle. Although the remaining substance
will not a camel anymore, but with regard
to above-mentioned verse of Surah-al-A’raf,
it can at least be guessed that by
eliminating the inner vacuity of a body and
decreasing the size of it to the size of its
real mass, entering the Paradise will be
possible. And, in that case, if we consider
the Paradise as a symbol or a representative
of the spiritual world (the world which is
based on energy instead of substance), the
gates of the spiritual world be opened to the
transmuted physical body, and this means
that the physical body will be transfigured
to the energetic one.
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 Lines of History 
Fort Ani

1042: The Battle of Ani was
fought between the forces
of the Kingdom of Armenia
under Vahram Pahlavouni
[supreme commander
(sparapet) and
Prince/Bahram Pahlavani]
and the Eastern Roman
Empire. The Eastern
Roman Empire was
soundly defeated, with up
to 20,000 dead. This
victory allowed Vahram
along with Catholicos
Petros Getadarts to crown
Gagik II king of Armenia
and subsequently take the
fortress of Ani, which had
been in the hands of Vest
Sarkis.
1064: a large Seljuk army
under Alp Arslan attacked
the theme of Iberia  and
took Ani; after a siege of 25
days, they captured the
city.
[The theme of Iberia
(Greek: θέμα Ἰβηρίας) was
an administrative and
military unit – theme –
within the Eastern Roman
Empire carved by the
Eastern Roman Emperors
out of several Georgian
lands in the 11th century.]

The fire-temple photographed during the recent excavation


