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Philosophy of Transcendent Ethics: Mulla Sadra's Place among Ethical Thinkers
Late Professor Tuba Kermani

The discussions of the philosophy of ethics, ethics,
ethical attributes and, following it, the soul and
spirit in Mulla Sadra's works are quite extensive.
In fact, he has dealt with such topics in his various
books and treatises in detail. He believes that the
criterion for ethics is the free intellect , and human
beings will be rewarded or punished in proportion to
their conduct and behavior in this world. Good
moral behavior in this world will indeed be
compensated with good other-worldly rewards, and
unpleasant behavior therein will be followed by
unbearable punishment in the other world. In other
words, any kind of behavior and conduct dominating
Man's soul in this world will be revived in the same
form on the resurrection day. Therefore, Mulla
Sadra believes that self-knowledge as the receptacle
of philosophy is always a way towards God and a
means of attaining the knowledge of God and His
attributes, which is the best of all types of
knowledge in the world. 

That is why some of the arguments on God's existence are
based on the problem of the soul. Self-knowledge is
essential to the discussion of resurrection and the belief in
its independence. 
Since some of the problems of the soul are among the
ethical axioms , almost all Islamic philosophers are
unanimous that ethics is related to the perfection of the
soul, and that ethical discussions are based on the
principle of soul's being prone to perfection and its being
influenced by ethical acts. They also believe that without
ethics, we will not be able to provide adequate rational
and philosophical explanations for ethical good or
bad.Nevertheless, in order to become aware of the quality
of the perfection of the soul through ethical acts, one must
know about the perfection of the soul, consider it as his
purpose in life, and adopt certain ethical behaviors in
order to achieve this purpose. Therefore, in Mulla Sadra's
view, ethics and practical wisdom is, in fact, a kind of self-
knowledge.
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The Administration for Cultural Assemblies and Activities of the
Ministry of Cultural and Islamic Guidance held an international
conference on commemoration of Eyde Ghadir (feast of Ghadir)
which was held in the public library of Parke Shahr on July 19,
2022. As it can be guessed from the title, the main theme of the
conference was discussing on the prophets’ successors who,
being true followers of them, were obliged to continue the
prophets’ duties both in their teachings and in leadership of the
society.
In this conference, the representatives of Iranian religious
minorities accompanied with some of the cultural authorities,
presented their views about the topic and hoped that holding of
such meetings under the interreligious subjects will be
continued in the near future by the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance.
The lecturers, who participated verbally or virtually in the
conference, argued that after the prophets had passed away,
their subrogation had essential importance in the monotheistic
religions since it was supposed that without a successor for a
prophet, the latter’s efforts for guidance of people and
continuation of his divine teachings would be ineffective.
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According to the sequence of speeches, the names and titles
of the lecturers were as following:
1. Mr. Grigoris Nersesian, priest and religious consultant of
the Armenian Diocese of Tehran;
2. Dr. Younes Hamami Lalehzar, religious leader of the
Iranian Jews;
3. Dr. Hamid Shahryari, the secretary general of the World
Forum for Proximity of Islamic School of Thought (virtual);
4. H.  E. Luis Raphael I Sako, the Chaldean Catholic Patriarch
of the world (virtual); 
5. Monsignor Vania Sargis, bishop of the Chaldean Catholic
Church in Tehran;
6. Dr. Habib Reza Arzani, the counselor of the Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guidance;
7. Mr. Ubalit Aldo, deacon and board member of the Assyrian
Church of the East in Tehran;
8. Dr. Yaser Ahmadvand, Cultural Deputy Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance;
9. Dr. Mohammad Mehdi Esmaili, the Minister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance.
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
 SUBROGATION OF PROPHETES IN THE MONOTHEISTIC RELIGIONS

Ali Alipour
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Love in Suhrawardi's Tales

In his allegorical fictions, Shaykh al-Ishraq Suhrawardi
conveys multiple mystical issues one most important
of which is love. Also included in his theory of love is
the concept of rationality. Fairly surprisingly, for
Suhrawardi love in the mystical dimension goes to the
heart of rationality. The guiding idea is that the hero of
Suhrawardi’s allegorical treatises is a wayfarer who
loves God, looking for the right way to the Divine. This
love is to be some sort of spiritual emotion rather than
passionate love. Our claim would be proved by
analyzing Suhrawardi’s fictions, decoding the
allegories. On his way to God, the wayfarer may
become waylaid by his own perceptions, i.e., five
internal and five external senses. The wayfarer,
however, must overcome these senses, that is, he
should not be overwhelmed by his perceptions. These
ten senses are symbolized in “On the Reality of Love”
by five chambers and five gates, in “Treatise on
Towers” by ten towers, in “A Tale of Occidental Exile”
by ten graves, in “The Simurgh’s Shrill Cry” by ten
flyers, and in “The Red Intellect” by ten wardens. And
finally, the wayfarer conquers all of them.

Suhrawardi: Avicennian Sciartist

Fleshing philosophical issues out by allegory, Suhrawardi
constitutes the founder of the Illumination School. And
his allegorical issues are deemed Avicennian all the way
down the line, requiring us to point his other face out:
Avicennian Suhrawardi. 
I set forth three issues of sense perception, emanation,
and cosmology which ever since Aristotle’s age has
captured the attention of philosophers. 
In Suhrawardi’s treatises, there are allegories as diverse
as ten towers, ten graves, ten flyers, ten straps, ten
wardens, five chambers versus five gates, ten old men,
nine shells, eleven layers, eleven mountains, and so forth.
All of these allegories allude to Avicenna’s views. That
being the case, Suhrawardi is reckoned as an Avicennian
sciartist and philartist writ large, due to encrypt
Avicenna’s stance by allegory, in lieu of his own
illumationist views. 

Two Abstracts

 

Nadia

 Maftouni



The Institute of Suhrawardi’s Wisdom and the Academy of Sciences of Iran in collaboration with some academic centers
organizes an international conference to reread the thoughts of Shaikh al-Ishraq. Rereading Suhrawardi's thoughts is of
great importance for the new generation who live in a different world from Suhrawardi's time. There is no need to say that
in this rereading, due to the critical nature of the modern world, there may be some criticisms of those ideas. This
international conference, which will be held in person and online in March 2023, originates from the view that original
premodern intellectual traditions can be the source of insight and inspiration for the contemporary human being in solving
his/her complicated problems.
Conference issues: 
Shaikh al-Ishraq &
§ Aesthetics
§ Angelology
§ Anthropology
§ Comparative Studies
§ Contemporary Studies
§ Epistemology
§ Ethics
§ Logical Innovations
§ Meaning of Life
§ Metaphysics
§ Mystical Epistemology
§ Natural Philosophy
§ Political Philosophy
§ Symbolic, Allegorical, and Metaphorical Literature
§ Theology
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The International Conference on Shaikh al-Ishraq and the Modern World

Important Dates
• Abstract submission deadline: December 6, 2022
• Notification of acceptance: December 22, 2022
• Paper submission deadline: January 21, 2023
• Announcement of the selected papers and presentations’ schedule:
February 9, 2023
• Conference date: February 21, 2023- February 22, 2023




