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DID THE ALMIGHTY BECOME REALLY ANGRY
 WITH SOLOMON AT THE END?Ali Alipour

 

Introduction

The Israelites were called the people of God from the very beginning night of

Moses’ prophecy, and this title, because of the wide spread of heterodoxy and

paganism among the neighboring peoples and also because of the pure

monotheism promoted in the teachings of Moses, sounded to be quite

reasonable. From that time, up to the time of Samuel, the prophets were

responsible for the leadership of Jewish people; they received the teachings

and traditions of God directly and, by means of these teachings and

traditions, leaded and guided the people whose numbers were being increased

rapidly and now could be called a new nation among the ancient nations. As

the people grew in numbers, they asked Samuel to appoint a king for them, and

this meant that for the first time in their history, they would face with a

new phenomenon in the leadership of the people which was the element of

kingship. Saul (Taloot) was appointed, and the kingdom was started. This

kingdom was strengthened by Saul’s predecessor, David, who was a prophet at

the same time, and more strengthened by David’s son, Solomon, whose legendry

kingdom has been talked about for thousands of years.

Solomon and His Two Contradictory Faces

 in The Old Testament

By referring to The Old Testament, one may deal with a variance in the features

of Solomon; from one hand, he is praised and appreciated as the true heir of

David and the appointed figure who will build the great temple as the symbol of

glory and identity of Israel , and from the other hand, being an old man, he is

introduced as a pagan who is a debauchee man and somebody who has reversed the

way of wisdom as a result of which he became the subject for the Almighty’s

anger.  The first question which arises in the mind of the reader is that how

is it possible for a person like Solomon to be so much transmuted in

characteristics as if he has two apposite personalities? And then, is the

reader permitted to doubt about the authenticity of the text compiled about

Solomon in chapter 11 of the I Kings?
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Solomon’s Crown Prince

The main consequence of what is described about Solomon in the 11th chapter

of the 1st Kings is the appointment of his crown prince, that is to say since

Solomon, according to the text, was finally corrupted from the right path and

from wisdom, his kingdom would be authorized to one of his sons. In this

case, we may think of the existence of somebody else who had been introduced

as his crown prince other than his sons, somebody who most probably was not

welcome by his statesmen as the next king. Moreover, it should not be

forgotten that Solomon’s kingdom was a highly attractive one which caused the

worldly-minded figures of his court to be seduced and, whenever possible,

disobey his order because they believed that the appointed figure by Solomon

would not fulfil their illegal demands and they could not obtain their

unlawful benefits.

According to the verses, Solomon asked his statesmen which one could bring the Queen’s

thrown to his court before her arrival which, due to the long distance between Sheba

and Canaan, took more than one month at those times. In response, firstly a stalwart of

the Jinns claimed that he could bring the thrown before Solomon would rise from his

Council. Secondly, Asif bin Barkhia stated that he could bring it within the twinkling

of an eye, that is in less than one second. Solomon knew his vizier’s abilities, and by

presenting this examine or competition, intended only to declare Asif’s superiority in

knowledge and virtue to the statesmen and most probably to his own sons. The

implication of the story makes us to think that Solomon did not want to introduce one

of his sons as his crown prince; instead, he would prefer to appoint his grand vizier,

Asif, as the heir of his kingdom, and, since he predicted that this appointment would

be blackballed by his son(s) and by the statesmen, he wanted to emphasize and justify

his choice for the future and also to make them avoid contradicting with Asif. 

Conclusion

Comparing the content of the verses of Surat-al-Naml with that of the 11th chapter of

the 1st Kings, it can be concluded that Solomon intended to introduce his vizier, Asif,

as his crown prince, but the statesmen decided to politically interfere in this

appointment and declare Solomon’s son as the next king instead of Asif; however, they

had a serious problem in achieving their goal: Solomon was a good servant of Lord and

was praised by Him in the Holy Book; therefore, they had to think of removing his

religious acceptability as the first step. They planned a plot against the fame and

respectability of Solomon and, by creating a text which, regarding the literary

aspects, was similar to the main religious texts, introduced him as somebody who has

been diverted from the path of faith and knowledge, and consequently, could not be

relied upon anymore. The conspiracy won, and Asif left the court, and, though the story

came to its end at this point, a negative description of Solomon was compiled and

inserted in The Old Testament; a description whose authenticity should be seriously

doubted. 

The Holy Quran and Some Implications

The 27th chapter of the Holy Quran (Surat-al-Naml), when narrating the story of

Solomon and the queen of Sheba , refers to somebody (his vizier, Asif bin Barkhia)

who had special abilities and who was praised by Solomon through the famous

expression of ‘this is by the grace of my Lord (هذا من فضل ربی)’. 
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Logic Terminology                       
       

                             by Shervin Dokht Heydaryan  Argument: a process of reasoning;

series of reasons.

Formal logic: the branch of logic

concerned exclusively with the

principles of deductive reasoning and

with the form rather than the content

of propositions.

Informal logic: the objective

analysis and evaluation of facts in

order to infer conclusions. 

Syllogism: Prior analytics
 An argument is a series of true or false

statements which lead to a true or false

conclusion. In the Prior Analytics, Aristotle

identifies valid and invalid forms of arguments

called syllogisms.

Posterior analytics: the Posterior

Analytics is the second demonstratively

practical part. Prior Analytics gives an

account of deductions in general narrowed

down to three basic syllogisms while

Posterior Analytics deals with

demonstration.
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