
The international webinar of "World Theology and the

Missions of Our Age" was held on December 18, 2021, on

the occasion of the forty-second anniversary of the

martyrdom of Ayatollah Dr. Mohammad Mofatteh, hosted

by the Faculty of Theology, University of Tehran. Dr.

Mohammad Hadi Mofatteh, President of the Islamic Center

of Hamburg and the son of Martyr Mofatteh, spoke about

the need for interfaith dialogue in multicultural

countries.This is a brief transcription of his lecture.
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International Webinar on Global Theology

The Necessity of Interfaith Dialogue in
Multicultural Countries

 
By: Taha Jahandideh



“In Europe, and especially in Central
Europe, interfaith dialogue is not very
popular. Many Jews and Protestants there
stated that in the secular world, people
are not interested in theological concepts
due to their secularization. However, we
must note that the secularization of
Christianity and Judaism was due to their
biblical problems, which is not the case in
Islam. In the basic concepts of Islam,
there is no contradiction between reason
and religion.”
He added: “Catholics are interested in

interfaith dialogue because of the pope's

emphasis” and considered The Other

Prophet, Jesus in the Quran by Mouhanad

Khorchide and Klaus von Stosch as one of

the resources for dialogue between Islam

and Christianity.

“We must find a way to look at the people's

daily life problems in interfaith theology.
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We need to define the purpose of these
discourses. Is our goal to convert them to
Islam or to reach common ground? In
multicultural countries like Germany,
religions interact. This means that the
influence of Muslims, Christians and Jews is
not very different from each other and each
religion is not culturally superior, so the
form of religiosity is different. In the past,
the question was what does religion want
from us and what is our duty towards
religion, but in the secular world, the
question is what do we want from religion
and what is the benefit of religion for us.
The people here choose which religion can
benefit them the most. This benefit can
have different definitions and therefore
each religion is measured according to its
material and spiritual characteristics. The
strong logic and reasoning of Islam will
prevail in the intellectual confrontation
with other religions and schools, and our
duty is to express both the theoretical and
practical aspects of Islam to others in a
proper way.” 
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